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Operations of 1899 Reviewed

in Bradsi reefs,

FARTHER EVEN THAN '92

One Must Go to Find a Year
Like the Past,

LABOR BETTER EMPLOYED

At Better "WajresJFailurcs Plienomc
iiully Low Course of Business ,

In the 1'ast Week.

New York, Dec 29. Bradstreet's re-
view of "The Tear in Business" tomor-- r

iw will say: Rarely have sanguine
commercial and financial hopes or

found such adeouate realization
a- - they did during 1899. Certainly noth-
ing like the widespread and general up-
ward movement of values, alike of
staples and of securities, such as oc-

curred during this year, could have been
foreseen. Linked with an immense busi-
ness and a record-breakin- g production in
r.parly all lines of business and industry,
except, perhaps, in some products of the
ugncultural interests, there was withal
an advance of stable values each of
which alone was considerable, and com-

bined they have served to establish the
year as a record-break- and set up a
new standard The volume of domestic
nnd foreign trade alike was the largest
cer recorded, and the bank clearings,
reflecting immense business expansion,
native speculation in stocks and im-

mense new industrial floatlngs. far sur-
passed all previous records. Prices, as
a result, primarily, of the stimulation
proceeding from supply and demand con-
ditions, scored probably the greatest

in any single year and brought the
general level of staple values to a point
not reached for more than eight years
past. Failure statistics point to the
smallest number reported for seventeen
years past. These results have come to
pass in the face of a lessened produc-
tion of wheat, and an immense falling off
in the yield of cotton.

In industrial affairs the year has been
tone of enormous expansion. Certainly
r. ithing like the genera! advance in wage
of industrial employes has been witnessed
fir many years, and this has been ac-- c

mpllshed with a minimum of friction.
The close of the year finds order books

IleJ to from three to six months ahead
In nearly all lines. Distributive trade was

of immense volume throughout
t" year, though mild weather at the
c e tended to modify the retail trade in
v. iter fabrics. This was, however,
r compensated for by a holiday busl-r.- s

surpassing al lprevlous records.
Notwithstanding smaller oxports of

agricultural products during the calendar
j ar. bread-stuff- being 15 per cent small-
er cattle and hogs exports 12 per cent
I ? nad cotton, owing to the short, crop,
r least 15 per cent less, there is such an
crinsion in our manufactured exports
hit the entire export trade of the year

ex eed that of the last calendar year.
K'nch was the heaviest recorded, and will
m ike the year no less notable in the
Ine of foreign than in domestic trade,
with a total of exports little less than
J1 i,000.000, an aggregate which, if
r ehed. will mark a gain of 3 per cent

r the record total of 1S9S. Imports
2.ie naturally shown a marked revival,
r id if the gain for the eleven months
i maintained, for the month of Decem-
ber a. total a little below 51.S0O.0O0.000 may
3 expected, which would enean a total
f r the year well in excels of J2.00),000,-- f

an amount never before equalled.
. to exports, it is to be noted that

i"M-l- one-thir- d of all are manufactured
T' lucts, a proportion never before
replied: aiidns to imports the heavy in-

crease in raw products intended for
manufacture have added to the activity

domestic industry. The apparent

trie balance In our favor, though not
as heavy as in 1S9S. will still aggregate
an enormous sum. That the advance in
V price of staples lift" not been a fic- -t

one or based upon arbitrary
combinations, is evidenced by the

f that a smaller price movement has
b- - n witnessed abroad, the general level
:" prices in England, for instance, being
r sher ca December 1. this year, than
e'-- years past The course of values,

- has been in accordance with expecta-- ti

r? of economists, in that the greatest

restive rise has been in manufactured
gmd or, products of industry not ex-

clusively agricultural. Breadstuffs alone.
f all the classed of staples, are actu-ail- v

lower nfiw than they were a year
ag. the decline being .ibjut ner cent.
On the other hand, manufactured or
partlv manufactured ivroduets such as
metals, raw and manufactured textiles,
materials, coal and naval store, have
secret! remarkable gain. Metals, as a
whole, are 50 per cent higher than a year
atr-v-

, due largely, of course, to the up-va-

rush oftron and steel prices, which
! tve all practically doubled in value

Raw cotton and wooln hln the year.
e made especially noteworthy ad--

- re, and from being among the most
- pressed of industries, th textile manu-- ".

.uring trades have become among the
b . iest there is record of. Other textiles

ue shared in this advance, and the re- -
' is that textiles as a class are one- -

i'd higher than a year ago. Coal and
,. h.e have shared In the 'wonderful indus- -

V .il development of the year with a
t - eo.ua! to that in textiles, and bulW-- 1

g materials, too. have made equal
runs, owing to the marked advance in
: mber. Naval stores shew a gain of

r early one-thi- rd in price, hides and leath-

er are one-four- hither, livestock, dried
fruits and oils are higher, and
provisions, chemicals and miscellaneous
products have al ladvanced.

Taking bank clearings as an index the
outlook at present favors a total at the

untry's clearinr houses, making com-- -

rison with previous years, of 74 per
-t over 1S9 and of 51 per cent over

": while as compared with IS&i the vol- -
- of clearings has deuoTed, Active
tock speculation and Immense industrial

floatlngs, but above all enormous trade
and industrial activity, naturally swelled
the volume of clearings in the middle
states, but the gains in the New England
group, including Boston, where copper
share speculation was extensive, and at
the great manufacturing centers, were
also considerable. The largest monthly
clearings ud to December were reported
in March, while outside of the metropo-

lis the heaviest totals were shown as late
as October. The flurry in money late in
December swelled the bank celarimrs to
an unprecedented sum, making possible
an exceptionally heavy December aggre-
gate. Decreases from 1S98 at individual
cities were few, and due mainly to
changes in methods unconnected with the
generally large business doing. As com-

pared with 1S31, every city in the coun-

try naturally reports larger clearings,
but it is worth noting that thirteen cities
in all show decreases from the year 1S92,

which still remains at those cities a year
of uneaualled trade. The returns of the
country have been the heaviest in the his-

tory, as proved by the gains in gross
and net receipts over all previous rec-

ords.
That transportation interests are deter-

mined to share still further in the unex-

celled tonnage offering is proved by the
general advance in rates scheduled for
'January 1, 1S00.

Railway building, though mostly of
branches and feeders, was the heaviest
reported since 1S90. was double the av-

erage of the precedifi-- g four years and 50

per cent larger than in 1S9S.

' The record of embarrassments has been
of a steadilv diminishing scale as regards
number, and even in liabilities, the year's
record is an exceptional one, and were
it not for a few large failures in the last
two months of the year, that perior as
a whole would have been fairly entitled
to the appellation of phenomenal.
Though the year's record is not as yet
complete and the returns as to assets
and liabilities are still more or less
vague, it may be stated that the total
number of failures, based upon complete
and Incomplete returns for eleven months
and partial returns for December, will be
in the neighborhood of 9.550. certainly lit-

tle less in excess of that number, a total
smaller than in the preceding year by 17

per cent, 2 per cent fewer than In 1S97.

C6 per cent lower than In 1S96, 25 per cent
smaller than in 1895 or 1594. and 40 per
cent le?s than than In 1893, the year of
panic memory. As compared ftvith 1S92

there is even shown a decrease tot 6 per
cent and the number of failuing traders,
firms, or corporations, it, in fact, the
lightest since 1SS2, seventeen years ago.
As regards liabilities, while the showing
is not so. good as expected, there is a
reasonable hope of the aggregate not be-

ing much in excess of J120.OOO.O0O, which
would be 15 per cent less than in 1S9S,

23 per cent smaller than in 1897, 51 per
cent less than in 1S95, 70 per cent smaller
than in the panic year 1S93. and only 11

per cent more than in 1S92, a year of
YPfntinnnllv stanii trade. The return of

J normal conditions is indicated by the
percentage oi assets, wmun iun.y uss'f
j?ate $62,000,000, to liabilities, being on!y
51.6, as against 52 per cent last year, 54.4
per cent in 1S97. 59.9 per cent in 1S96. 65

per cent in 1S93, and 50 per cent in 1803.

The percentage of those failing to those
in business, too, will show a marked
shrinkage and be among the lowest ever
Teported, the probabilities favoring a
percentage of .0CS5 this year, against .010

per cent last year, .0120 in 1SS7, .0170 in
1SS3, and .01 per cent in 1S92. the smallest
percentage, in fact, since 1SS2.

That the Improvement in business has
made Itself felt at least in all parts of
the country is Indicated by the Sound
and Pacific states group showing the
largest decreases in failures from a year
ago, fully one-thir- d in each case. The
business comir' mity looks forward to
1900 with at least equally mixed feelings
rf .hope and confidence.

WEEKLY REVIEW" OF TRADE

Stocks to Replenish. Depleted by the
Jtecurd Hoi day Trade.

New York, Dec. 23. R. G. Dun & Co.'s
weekly review of trade will say in to-

morrow's issue: No correct report of fail-
ures in 1S99 can be made until the year
clofces. A collapse of speculation in cop-
per stocks has swelled the aggregate at
Boston alone over $1S,000.000 within a few
days and might yet add to the record.
The failures thus far reparted are fewer
In number than any year since 1S83 and
smaller in amount of commercial liabili-
ties than in any year since 1SS1. The

of defaulted liabilities is $120,100,-0C- 0,

but nearly s of the banking
liabilities were added within a few dais,
the aggregate reaching about $30,900,00).
The commercial liabilities have been
about SS9.5GO.O0O, though exact returns for
a few recent failures are not yet obtain-
able. In no other years except 1SS1, with
defaulted liabilities of JSl.155,932, and 1SS0

with $65,752,000, have failures been as
small since the agency commenced quar-
terly returns in 1S75. The average of
liabilities per failure is less than $9,503,

the smallest in any year of the twenty-fiv- e,

a grattifying evidence that commer-
cial liabilities are further removed than
usual from the point of danger.

The week has been exciting only at
Boston, where the failures growing out
of speculation and the efforts to

banks and hrms suspended have not
given the week a holiday character. Yet
general business is thoroughly safe and
prosperous, and no important firms have
failed save some which were individu-
ally connected wkh concerns involved in
speculation. The speculative troubles
come because the volume of leiritimate
business, and the unprecedented distribu-
tion of profits, interest and dividends,
made it no longer possible to carry some
stocks on borrowed money. Prosperity
Itself placed a check on speculative ven-

tures
Wheat and cotton speculation has taken

a holiday, prices scarcely varying, and
the movement of both is surprisingly
small. Atlantic exports of wheat, flour
included, have in four weeks been only
S.27S.61S bushels, against 19.S74.567 last
year, and Pacific exports 3414.271. against
3.S58,S0S. The corn exports continue about
as large as last year, but cotton exports
this month have been less than ha'f last
year's, with some decrease on takings of
spinners. Accumulated stocks in mills
and markets both here and abroad were
so large that there is no haste to pay the
prices asked. The industries are closing
the most extraordinary year of their his-

tory. Long established branches have
undergone a veritable reconstruction,
vastly increasing their capacity, while
new Industries which scarcely existed a
year or two ago have enlisted a vast
capital, altered modes of business and
production in almost every direction and
improved conditions for the future almost
beyond calculation. Electrical develop-

ments In light, heat and power, in mak-

ing cataract work, performing wonders
all over the land, deserve especial atten-

tion. For sueh reconstruction the in-

creases in demand for iron and steel pro-

ducts is the great feature of the year.
"With 415,733 tons unsold and titMi pro-

duced weekly January 1. hindered by se-

vere weather so that the output March

'Continued on Third Page.)
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WICHITA, KA3TSAS: SATTtRDA KOBaTESTG.

Give the Boers a Taste of the
"Black Peril."

BULLER MAY BE A FOOL

And Hazard a Battle to Re-

trieve His Disgrace.

Pretoria, Tuesday, Dec. 26, by way of
Lpurenzo Marques, Thursday, Dec. 23.

Commandant Swart reports from the
laager at Alowynskopf, near Zorust, that
he had an engagement on Friday, De-

cember 22, with Kaffirs in the neighbor-
hood of Derdorpoort. The Kaffirs occu-

pied a strongly fortified ridge and were
well prepared for emergencies. After
heavy fighting the burghers captured the
Kaffir position, losing three killed and
five wounded.

IS HE FOOIi ENOUGH TO TRY f
London, Dec. 30 (5 a. m.). The latest

special dispatches from Chlevely Camp
hint darkly at some important movement
as imminent. This is interpreted, with
some misgivings, to mean that General
Buller contemplates a renewal of his at-
tempt to relieve Ladysmith. It i3 re-

ported by the same dispatch that the
Boers have now retired to the north
bank of the Tugela, being afraid that the
swollen river may bar their retreat.
They are also moving their laagers near-
er Ladysmith, probably with the intention
of putting further pressure on the garri-
son, which now seems to be suffering
heavily from the bombardment. It Is
difficult, however, to conceive that Gen-

eral Buller would make another frontal
attack, especially now that the river is
rising, and an additional indication that
Uhis is not his purpose is the feet that
he has removed his headquarters back
to Frere. The Boer movement north-
ward from the Tugela is quite in keeping
with the enemy's usual plan of securing
a safe line of retreat. It is known that
further artillery is due to arrive for Gen-
eral Buller, but the helief here is that
his forces even then would be too weak.
He may, however, be animated by a de-

sire to accomplish something before the
arrival of Lord Roberts and to satisfy the
keenness of his men to retrieve their de-

feat. The reported engagement with
Kalflrs is very vague and cannot be ex-

plained, pending the arrival of later dis-
patches.
X.ADYS3IITII DEriES STARVATION

Pietermarltzburg, Wednesday, Dec. 27.
tA dispatch from Lady-smith- , dated De-

cember 22, says: "The Boers have mount-
ed another Howitzer on Surprise Hill, re-
placing the gun captured in .the sortie

the Royal brigade. While they watch
us nightly with a searchlight and bom-
bard the place dally, they show no signs
of .assaulting the town. They probably
thlnk they can starve us out, but we
have plenty of provisions. The total cas-
ualties since the siege began are 70 men
killed and 236 wounded."
IJOEIl POSITION CAPTURED

London, Dec, 30. The Times publishes
the following dispatches from Chievelay
Camp, December 24: "Parties of Boers
appeared today within a few miles of
Ciiieveley camp, tnreatening our watering
parties, who are compelled to go some
two miles, OTing to the scarcity of wa-
ter. It is reported that the Ladysmith
garrison made a sortie on Thursday and
captured a hill."
ACCURACY OF THE HOKK EIRE

Ladysmith, Sunday, Dec. 24, via g.

General White has had a
slight attack of fever, but he is now con-
valescent. The Boer shell fire is very
damaging recently. On Friday a shell
killed six men and wounded nine. The
same missile killed fourteen horses. An-
other just missed the Fifth Lancers'
lines, slightly wounding six officers: Sev
eral shells have fallen close to White's
house, compelling the removal of head-
quarters to another point. It is reported
that General Joubert is again in com-
mand of the Boers here. The military
authorities are confident, but they are
very reticent. Boers have been observed
moving northward and westward in large
numbers.
If ADEN-P- U ELI. IS A TAKER

London, Dec. 29. The text of Colonel
Baden-Powell- 's proclamation to the
burghers besieging Mafeking, the gist cf
which has already been cabled, comes
from Lourenzo Marques today. After as-

serting that the republicas cannot hope
for foreign intervention, and pretending
to relate the exact attitude of all the
European powers, including Emperor Wil-
liam, who, the colonel said, "fully sym-
pathizes with England," Baden-Powe- ll

makes the extraordinary statement that
the American government has warned the
others of her Intontion to side with En-
gland should any of them interfere.
riltlNG DOWNSTORMIJERG WAY

Cape Town, Thursday, Dec. 29. A dis-
patch from Cradoek reports heavy firing
in the direction of Stormberg. It is sup-
posed this is connected with General Gat-acre- 's

attempt to communication
with the Indwo colleries.

London, Dec. 29. A dispatch received
by the war office, dated Cape Town,
Thursday,. Dec 2S, says there is no
change in the situation- - so far as Gen-
erals' Gatacre and French are concerned.

London. Dec. 29. The war office has
the following dispatch, dated Cape

Town, Thursday, December 28: "The
Indwe Colliery line is now working
again."
PRETORIA WAR DISPATCHES

Pretoria. Dec 25, (Monday) General
Schalfkburgr reports, under date of De-

cember S3, that trains are now running
to Colenso, indicating that the Boera
iiave built a connection around Lady-pmit- h.

General Cronje reports from the
Modder River, December 24. that the
Boers captured two British forts at Knr
uman. December 17. It is rumored that
General Mtheua's big naval gun has ex-

ploded.
Pretoria, Dec 2, via Lourenxo Marques.

Thursday , December " 2S. Commandant
Snyman reports as follows from Molopo:

Oa Monday morning the enemy from
Mafekins: attacked on of our forts in
force, with cannon. Maxims and an ar-

mored train, so persistently that there
was fighting right on the walls of the
fort. But we have retained our fort.
The British loss is reported as 55." The
othr commaadors report ail qoiel with

Lonoon, iec. w. tne Hoooor
correspondent oi tne runes, ratarrros to

of the Boers, says
Their nervousness causes nm-- h am- -

meat among BrtTtsr !f quite rer- -
tain that half the Bor fore is "niyea
watching' by day aad the ether half by

gr3sBn- - '"ii!spf

"If
night. Probably the consequent weari-
ness, with the scarcityf water and the
presence of typhoid, wOj render the oBer
position intolerable, fer present action
is due either to a scanfc or to a wish to
cover a retirement to 4pytfontein."
jsOUTH AiltICA DOIJEffwl' ' UOBS

London, Dec. 23. Dispatches from all
parts of South Africa emphasize the
great enthusiasm among" tne troops and
public occasioned by the appointment of

Generals Roberts and Kitchener. The an-

nouncement that the former will have su-

preme command and that the latter will

be chief of staff has largely dispelled the
depression caused by the recent reverses,
while the soldiers anticipate everything
from the presence of "Bobs." Advices

from Cape Town dated December 24 say
an investigation shows that tne reported
disaffection among the Dutcn from the
Victoria West district has been over-

drawn. The farmers it le pointed out, are
mostly the land owners and will not risk
the loss of their farms by rising.
FREE STATERS KICK ON THE WAR

A dispatch from Lourenzo Marques
dated December 23 says a curious story is
current, emanating from Boer sources,
that Matt Steyn, brother of the president
of the Orange Free State', and SOO Free
Staters, have refused to con-

tinue the war. Matt Sieyn, acting as
spokesman of the party, is reported to
have told the president that he was only
authorized to intervene in the interest of
peace and that the burghers did not feel
that they were bound by bis unwarranta-
ble conduct, especially- - as they ran the
risk of confiscation "of fheir property, and
they simply desired to ie permitted to
farm in peace and proposed to Immedi-
ately return to their farms.
BOER THREATS AGAINST PRISONERS

Washington, Dec. 29. The reports tfyat
the Boer authorities have threatened to
reduce the rations of the British prison-
ers at Pretoria in case Great Britain stope

entry of food supplies at Delagoa
Bay, is not borne out by the official com-

munications 'of United States Consul Hol-li- s,

at Pretoria, By direction of the state
department Mr. Holiis is looking after
British interests and in particular in see-
ing that the British prisoners are afford-
ed every proper facility and personal at-

tention. His reports have been very full
concerning the care of the prisoners, and
such attending circumstances as were
warranted. These, however, give no In-

timation that the rations of prisoners are
to be reduced, but, on the contrary, the
entire tenor of the official report goes to
show that there need be no apprehension
that such a threat will be put into ef-

fect.
RUSSIANS IN THE BOER RANKS

London, Dec. 30. The Marseilles corre-
spondent of the Daily Mall, telegraphing
ithe substance of an interview with the
Russian, Gourko, eldet son of the famous
Gourko, who is now about to start for
Pretoria, says that the Russian officer
made the following statement: "I have
been offered the command of a Boer army
corps. In my own mind I am absolutely
confident of the success" of the Boers.
You may take my word for it that thous-
ands of Russian are now fighting under
General Joubert."
THE BOERS' AMERICAN FRIENDS

Cincinnati, Ohio, Dec. 29. Monsieur Pie-r-

was arraigned before United States
Attorney W. E Bundy today on a charge
of violating the neutrality. M. Pierot has
been known as a recruiting officer here
for the Boers for some time and througn
him many men have been transported
east. He claimed today that he was en-

gaging these men for the hospital corps
and not for enlistment in the army. Still
he was advised by the United States dis-
trict attorney that he must stop engaging
men even for the hospital corps, or he
would at once be arraigned for contempt
of the United States court that Issued
the order through Attorney Bundy.

New York, Dec. 29. At meeting of
the New York council today reolutions of
sympathy for the Boers, which were of-

fered on last Tuesday, were adopted with
but one dissenting vote.
CAPE DUTCH IX UOElt RANKS

London, Dec. 30. The Cape Town cor-
respondent of the Daily News says: "A
leading resident of "VryDUrg, who was re-
leased by the Boers, saw 2,000 colonials
)from Grikualand West. He says colo- -
nial faces are to be seen everywhere in
the Boer ranks."
WAI.IS AND it ILUA31 WALDORF

London, Dec. 23. The Prince of Wales
has accepted the chief colonelcy of the
Imperial Yeomanry and has contributed

100 for the use of the organization. Wil-lit- m

Waldorf Astor has subscribed 1.030
to the Buckinghamshire fund to equip the
county's contingent of yeomnry. Sir
Charles Howard Vincent, member of par-
liament for the Central division of Shef-
field, and colonel of the Queen's West-
minster Volunteers, has been appointed
to command the Infantrv division of the
I'lty of London Imperial regiment.

London. Dec. 29. Lord Salitbusy pre-

sided at a meeting of the flational de-

fense committee today.
MYSTERIOIS VSE OFMACRUM

Washington. Dec. 2S. The case of Con-

sul Charles E. Macrum. the United
States representative at Pretoria, who
insisted on being relieved at the time
the South African crisis became most
acute, is assuming additional importance
as Mr. Macrum nears home. The under-
standing at the state department is that
he is not coming by way of the British
ports, but is on a German ship, which
comes through the Mediteranean and
thence direct to thi country, the trip
taking about Jdx weeks from December
1? last, the date o fhts filing from Lou-

renzo Marqoe?. In the present aspect of
the case, there is little doubt that un-

less the consul presents ample explana-
tion of his course he will not continue in
t!e consular service. It has been re-

ported that the mystery surrounding his
departure had been cleared tip by a let-

ter from him to Represseatative Tayler
of Ohio, who represents the district from
which Marram comes, and who secured
hs appointment as consul. But Mr. Tay-l- er

said today that be bad bad nothing
from Macrum, except Indirectly through
his tetter.-- to relatives. These zare no

of the ceo?e of bis return, out
pmk of the excitement incident to the

rsr and harried preparations oa both
sides. There Is nothing, however, to
show a pro-Bo- er or antt-Britk- Inclina-
tion, nor is there any d&coasioB of the
political aspect of the war.

J RAD POR ENGLAND TRADB .

Philadelphia, Dec St Charles H.
CrampJn pakhw Of the extensive ship--

j STeat .nrtaifeKr fadHrtes of the
aeosn. Today practically every fast

j JJ""" VZ !!!? Tt"' T'
Continued oa Second Paxj

the exception of the nsnal bombardment ; ping facilities which Kagisnd is essptoy-o- f
Ladysmith. General Local Meyer has i ng jn the conduct of the South African

recovered and to the frooi. , .gone wmr g. jj0 to jj history of
THKBOKISSttTliSMILKATTHR Eorop- - hs ew s much of the
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DECEMBER 30, 1899

Problem Would Confront

England Right Away

IN ANY EUROPEAN WAR

Contraband Line in This War

Likely to be Lax.

London, Dec. SO. Sir Charles Dilke, in
the Daily Chronicle this morning, dis-

cusses Great Britain's" relation to Dela-

goa Bay with regard to the food question.
He says: "It would be one of the great-
est follies the country could commit to
disregard the possibility of a war some
day against the powerful coalition in,
which event it would be to the interests
of the United States to feed Great Brit-
ain. Great Britain must endorse the pres-

ent conditions, pohhibly doing something
by pressure on the Portuguese officials
and strengthening the British consular
staff at Delagoa Bay."

The Daily Chronicle, in an , editorial
dealing with the dependence of Great
Britain upon the United States for food
in time of war, expresses the opinion that
many British ships would be transferred
to the United States flag.

Lord Rosebery writes as follows this
morning to the Times: "There are dis-
quieting intimations which appear to
point to our government having treated
foreadstuffs as contraband of war. As
this is a matter of supreme importance,
I venture to address this line to you in
the hope that it may elicit an authoritat-
ive statement on the subJecL"

The Times, commenting editorially upon
Lord Rosebery's letter, says: "Too little
is known of the seizures, for any valid
inference safely to be drawn. An emer-
gency might arice when certain food-
stuffs would be regarded as contraband,
while others would not, especially if the
latter were intended for
There might, for instance, be reasonable
grounds for treating canned goods as
contraband and flour as legitimate."

After admitting that it "would be In-

advisable to create a precedent which
might some day be invoked against us,"
the article concludes as follows: "While
we fully ehare the view that no serious
change of pilcy should occur without co-
gent reasons and ample consideration, we
cannot but ask ourselves whether, in the
event of Great Britain being engaged in
a war, the action, either of the enemy or
even of a.neutral power, in a matter upon
which such great divergence of opinion
still exists, is likely to be governed by
any precedent we or any one else might
have set in the past, rather than by the
immdlate interests of the moment."
WHAT PARIS TUXSliS OF IX

Paris, Dec, $3. The virtuaT"sel2ure b
British onicials of vessels laden with
American flour consigned to the Boers,
and the statement of the Lokal Anzeicer
regarding an alleged

treaty for the division of Portu-
gal's colonies between Great Britain and
Germany, have aroused renewed inter-
est in Baris. While there is a desire to

.discredit the Lokal Anzieger's statement.
its publication has occasioned undoubted
uneasiness, because the consummation of
such a plan would be a diplomatic stroke
unfavorable to France and Russia: The
possession of Delagoa Bay is believed to
be as essential to British success in
Africa as victory over the Boers is essen-
tial to Grea tBritain's international pres-
tige. Therefore it is felt that if neces-
sary Great Britain wil hake measures to
secure this valuable position.

An official of the French foreign office
said to the correspondent of the Associat-
ed Press today with respect to the seiz-
ure of breadstuffs: "Such a seizure is
absolutely outside of international rights
and as foohsh as though .Great Britain,
supposing her to be at war with Switz-
erland, should declare a blockade of
Hamburg for fear goods should reach
Switzerland from that source. A. decis-
ion to consider breadstuffs contraband
would be regarded in diplomatic circles
as a suicidal policy for Great Britain,
as she would be most dependent for food
supplies upon other nations in case a
war arose involving her "

The official then proceeded to point out
a number of precedents against the ac-

tion of Great Britain in this matter. He
cited her own refusal, during the Franco-Prussi-

war, to recognize as contra-
band coal consigned to France, although
it was known toe intended for warships.
A still more pertinent instance arose dur-
ing the Franco-Chines- e war, when Great
Britain declined to accept a declaration
of France making rice contraband. Obvi-
ously; however, the chief ground for ap-
prehension Is the belief that, if Great
Britain should establish a cordon of ves-

sels across Delagoa Bay. it would bt
necessary for al lnations to send naval
vessels there to protect individual rlgbts.
In such an event the presence of a large
number of warships might create friction
that would bring on grave remits.
AS RKGARDKD AT WASHINGTON

Washington. Dec. . "The seizare by
British warships of several merchant
carrying cargoes of American goods u
Delaga Bay. n the ground that the goods
were destined for the Boer?, is bringing
it out that jwveral new contentions on the
taw of contraband are mroird in the
cane. Thus far the ditcuaston has turn-
ed on the point that the consignors ere
Americans, residing in Philadelphia. Bat
it is contended in some o&cial tnvarfert
that the an aeottoa ia the ca Is as to
too eoarfguee; not the coa&zsnx:. Acroro-ux- g

to this view, the original abJpasent
might hare been la good faith, bot so
long a the eoMStgnatettt was Mfceiy to
paws into the baajts of the Boers, it wae
abject to the rales governing tsomrximmi

of war sad cooid be seized. It Is ex-

ported, therefore, that when the letry
is prosecsted by AashawKtoor Choat at
Leadoa and Coturol HoKfae at Pretoria,
they wil Uur before them, not oety the
facts a to the original eonslgncwt. bot
also all of the evidence rJttg to the
iMmaSees of the cMMignee to having so

.coooeetSon with the Bttrs.
mn LOKAL ANGKIZKtt STOItT

Nw York. Dv 5- - Lo A. M- - P. A--

PortBgi eosfol geoerx!. to--
iayU thai be bo4 no wleog

J agrcestdKt ,-- di e M- -

agea Bay "Bet," atidcS Seaor TarSera,
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Weather for Wichita Today :

Fair; moderate ; Tariable winds
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"thi3 does not mean that such an agree-
ment may not have been made. I would
not be likely to hear of it before the gen-

eral public. It would not be surprising
if a treaty had been made or is going j

to be made."
The Portuguese charge d'affaires in the

United States, Ignacio de Costa Duarte.
is at present in this city. He declared in
an interview that, in his opinion, it would
be well for Portugal to dispose of Dela-

goa Bay and the East African posses-

sions. They had always ben a source of
trouble and were likely to . remain so.

"But it is not credible." said Senhor
Duarte. "that any treaty has been made
by which Portugal ha? parted with all
her colonial possessions. Any ministry
that agreed to such a teaty would not

In power a minute. If a treaty
such as described in the German newspa-

pers had been consummated .there would

have been some hints of it published in

Portugal to prepare the public mind."
Berlin. Dec. 29. The Reichsanzelger

thl3 afternoon publishes the following
"The Lokal Anzelger continues In spue

of the contradiction of the Wolff bureau,
to advertise itself with communications
regarding the alleged contents of the
Anglo-Germa- n treaty "",or"
ized to declare that the statements in

question are founded on impudent and
clumsy invention."

Berlin. Dee. 29 The Xeuste Nachrlch-te- n

questions the right of Great Britain
tot confiscate gold which was being
transported from the Transvaal to Eu-

rope. It says It regards the reports in

the English press concerning Delagoa
Bay as purely tentative, as Great Britain
has given no signs that she will Infringe
on neutral territory.

REBELS THOUGHT IT A DANDY

luprejjHable'' Fortress Is Taken as
Easily as a Straw-Hu- t.

"Washington. Dec." 29-- The adjutant gen.

eral received a cable mescage from Gen-

eral Otis this morning telling of the cap-tur- o

of a mountain stronghold beyond
Montalban. northeast of SanMuteo, for-

merly supposed to be impregnable, and
the capture of many prisoners and a large
quantity of arms and ammunition. The
dispatch is as follows:

"Colonel Lockett. with regiment, two
battalions Forty-"ixt- Colonel Schuyler;
one Forty-fift- h, Colonel Dorst. and com-naji- v

Twenty-sevent- h Infantry, two guni.
Captain Van Deu.en, attacked enemy 0

strong on mountain etronghold beyond
Montalban. northaet Son Mateo. Large
number killed and wounded: twenty-fou- r

taken prisoners. Lockett captured ono

cannon, forty rifles. 20.009 round ammu-

nition, BOO pounds' powdr. ansnal
all food supplies awl considera-

ble other property. This captured point
located on m?vataln trail, and formerly
supposed to be Impregnable. Our casu-

alties. Lieutenant Erlow, Eleventh cav-

alry, and five enlisted men wounded,
mostly slight. Private Maisen, Forty-fift- h

infantry, drowned."
Washington. Dec, 23. General Oti as

Manila cabled the war department today
that Flrt Lieutenant Edwin R- - Taylor.
Twelfth infantry, was run over by a train
crossing the Agno river nar Banttla,
on the 35th Inst., and died ia a few hoars.
Lieutenant Taylor waa born ia Iltlnoto

and was appointed to the army from
Idaho in June. im He ww graduated ac

tho military academy and aMtjnd topho
Twelfth infantry, with which be served
in South Dakota and ebr,ka upto the
time of the outbreak of the Spanish war,
when he accompanied the expltikm
against Santiago. Cuba At the close of
the war he rjind hi rigimnt and
gervd in Ivanm and Misoowri until Feo-ruar- v.

1598. when he arcompal fate reg-

iment to the Philippine, where ho
to the Urn of his death.

REBELS TERRORIZE PACIFIC0S

Trail of American Prisoners r.oithy
Their Would-b- e Mbrrator

Manila, D O W a w --The hv
jturgmt who evacuated th coaot town
betwwn Darupaa and Vuran, JWiog to
the mountain btfor the a4vcis
Americans, are rasT-af- ia woail laa4
to the towns the American do not eoeo-p- y,

tTTortata? Uie natives ad Chaa
men who show frfcndshtp for tho
Americans. Tho .nathreo awt China mm
are sng the protect of the Assert-ca-n

garrison.
Cotooel WMSfTf camlry. whOe nroot-to- g

in th ricimry of Tr!o4t4, fame
of FfUptoo iaT betne In

that rWnKy, hl tt was teiaJe to
brio shout an Mja?est. The roe-ti-t

btrre in narrl'e of 2faocpften,
asafest a ta?saic4 rol attiek a
Cferistan sy. avert trooblo.

Colon! Ham, of the TMrty-thfc- uJ In-

fantry, who h&r. bea foflowSuff jswtjr
of AjarVaa psiiovsr, tost track for
thre ooyK. Ltm&atwc 24, 4H smeb
Mgiu ana etfl3 ml their jmlmw? that
thr RMtososrfly leare bfeta them. It
fei thought the snsoeer ;arats
j4 atiTy4 t rmot sorts of th

wHcntate. tela the m&rvMm

0: Oncral Tooar's trooa to effort a

GtrJ Vsetter. wts rseesOy
aiaoiia roeiS as aaoofaftjsteat

ta th lino of Use cxrto-ata- . '

SOW SVt PfeSftRJML

Stat. IS.. D. S.--A W. AasJtfvt. tko

sriy saaaitrot mms-m-, 4 at the Sixte
asy-hK--s ifcday, ax U years.

KTJMBER3S

LADY

Sarah Wilson Is Back Again

in Mafeking.

WHILE AMONG THE BOERS

She Had Adventures Such as

Rider Haggard Tells Of.

BOERS SICK OF THE WAR

According to This
of Journalism In llcrliomb

Proof at niafcKlnsr.

London, Dec. 23. A war office dispatch
from Colonel Baden-Powel- l, dated De-

cember 12, after announcing that Lady
Sarah Wilson has arrived safe andwell
at Mafekinar, adds that the bombardment
and musketry fire continue daily on all
side.-- and that the health and spirits of
the garrison ara very satisfactory. m

Mafeking. Sunday, Dec, 24. By native
runner to MochudI) Lady Sarah wlUon
la Hying In a bomb proof shelter of her
own under the private residence of Mr.
Well, where she is enabled to exist with
some degrew of comfort, and if she
chooses to spend a part of the time In
public, her shelter is close enough to en-

able her to take to cover between the
ring of the warning bell and the arrival
of the projectile. Tho correspondent of
the Associated Pre in MafrWasr, tt
whom she granted an Interview, was
struck at tho fact, on entering her bomb-
proof, that sh iJ unaueaeionably an old
campaigner- - Elvon in thH noisome, dark
hole, dug under the ground, ehe wawswi
manages to make iwreolf comformMe.
She has whlnkey and soda, as weM as
cigarettes, to offer visitors.

Lady Sarah's adventures were excJtlag
somotlmeit amusing, and often npteetl
with considerable danger. It wa oa K

Thursday that .he left MafeMa. She
arrived at Setlaoli hotel that night.
Before morning he wa aroused by the
rattle of musketry and the boom of guns.
It was tho captain of the MashonalaiMl
mounted police, now a prisoner In the
hands of tho Boers, who was Uichtlng
donperately, unable to gat xck or for-

ward, but holding the wrecked armored
train until the laat As soon ai daylight
would allow Lady Sarah plurkily rode to
the scene of action and photographed tfro
wreck. Finding that her presence at
Setlagoli exposuHl br to insulin the Boer
moved her to Mouuti. where she enjoyed
the hospitality of a colonial farmer. By
means of heavy bribe he persuaded na-

tive to carry Information to and fro ad
extraordinary stories regarding- her wore
circulated among the Boer. Oao was
that be was vhe wife of an Sngltah gen-

eral, anothor that she waa a a4
daughter of to nween. and a third timi.
h wa tho only survivor of Mafekhig.

having escaped In the gu4o of a woman.
T.ii!v Sarah visited VrybOTiT. aha "

I driven there by a yoong Bow who nooaotl

hr off a her stotor. She fowod loya-

list, who gave her news. Hlx stayed la
the hotel all day and itol oot Wy alght
to do shopping. Cm visiting the hospital
nh- - found that an row had bB imuvA

that no one stnould leave tho lows TJhf

gallant Bosr ho4 to awrwor ome cari-

ous Question put by the hindrooi vefor

he could get pernl6on for hlnnlf and
his "jrtster" to lae. They t mvl at 4

in the morning. In gro fwur of hnr
recognized hot rot away sHXely. "be
went to Commandant nyHia rsmp

with a view of gocUog hak. to Mafktnc.
but Snyman rfod to let her go to
Mafeking or even to Stlaaoa. H

sending br to 7orH a pr1-oo-

of war. or. a an aHomoitr '

hr If VMJoon were eiv v

I Brithm. At first rtmm v -

Colonel Bodn-Powe- !l to o tm -

flimltr he ehooce4 her mind.

Ld Sarah garh"Nl froto W r
Axprioe anonc to Bra that bT
aro heartily ek of thewar. .

WILL EDIT HIS PAPER IN JAIL

rlniend .rt Uleren 31onlh for
MbelllngHenstor Fnlton.

OrUmfmL e1IX -r- woTroy. Kan
Wsfha 8ar. wa itejwi

Uor of th--
in th disirtrt wrt hre tooojr to e"
months' imprtootiowmt in

of criminal Mfcet. 7tsnor a eonvWIoo
eotrrirtino l n ootgrowth of X togSsfat

wnlal. th ttr havtos atao IM

Senator John FHiTtoa of Ttrn mnmtr
pthMr a hrthe to eoaron UJ"

lwailoo of a wr torn aerysiBn.

Smtor ron " " eosslakr '
TlMm. onn-- Ki win --fit fete pr &n
th eouot7 Jil- -

EUGENE V. SMALLEY IS DEAD

in Ttrpntatlon w JoortalIt and.nut 11 a A'ationsL
I w a. ,n Mtm De. IK -f- csjx V

SsoaBoy, tho Kr J fMatMsor

Xorthwtn Mocaita. w

to tbhrtir laMsKfirt. A a

sir r "'author a4
was on of the asoot wtr rn
wlters M the wortlrwsoS. A P--'!

esrro9o-n- t he fc4 tnwrrtod thfar- -

(K vry stmt te tflse as-

rrtxry o th Htt0Ml o--r

Lz-o- .

Ilatf'JHIII on Hollar Fire ft Jfe Vortc
Yoffe 0. JsWTh 9" f

hsft4r t s to m 1km
tro. oorp jMlwlooHy .

naafsr tutor? of TfliMK Otm
C. hy ftr lirtf T
tosat U tmT VmM9

forty-Ft- rl Keh- - MBcapor"- -

Wofc$irt. ThooOoAr; ss
ral rmi4 stfiaigft Aay rr

that tho traimait, Lon mrrK f
Fartr-tin- st tmtmmH srfar'ry, rrtT4 M
aiifipf tay. sr&t tona, w'
B wii o haar-i- .

w Tfcoso. rlr Y. j- - - Th
tJ t fTM-"- 9 mm. w

r ijr3 s ' T . L o-

i ;sl"3 . - '

f Xmm ro fa -i, t- - ' t
9tafn usM'i X- - Te has - -

&) rift mxr CaJsor sine T.
4y.


